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GMA confident she’ll 
not end up a Thaksin 
Will not cut foreign trips 

 

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR  

MALACAÑANG yesterday said President Arroyo will push 
through with her scheduled foreign trips before the end of 
year, confident that the military takeover in Thailand that 
forced Prime Min ister Thaksin Shinawatra out of office 
would not be replicated in the Philipp ines. 

Arroyo is set to go to China next month for the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations-China meeting, and to Vietnam 
in November for the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation 
forum. 

Arthur Yap, head of the Presidential Management Staff, said 
Malacañang is not planning to change Arroyo‘s schedule.  

Aside from the foreign trips, Arroyo is scheduled to go to 
Cebu in November for the Asean joint consultative meeting 
and in December for the Asean ministerial meet ing.  

Thaksin was in New York attending the UN General 
Assembly when he was ousted in a bloodless coup Tuesday. 
From New York he went to London. 

Yap said the condition in Thailand is different from that in 
the Philippines.  

He said it is unproductive to "analyze and analyze" the 
similarities and differences between Thailand and the 
Philippines.  

What is important, he said, is for government to do what has 
to be done, like delivering services. 

Caloocan Bishop Deogracias Iñiguez said Arroyo could 
suffer Thaksin‘s fate because what is happening in the 
country is "worse" than in Thailand and the people are 
already fed up with her. 

Thai coup leaders have said Thaksin was ousted to resolve a 
near year-long polit ical deadlock and to stop "rampant 
corruption." 
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The same allegations are being hurled by the political 
opposition against Arroyo, aside from cheating in the May 
2004 elections to ensure her victory. 

Iñiguez said Filipinos might be "inspired" by what the Thais 
did to their leader. 

Iñiguez, at the regular b ishops-people forum at the St. Peter‘s 
Church in Quezon City, also urged Arroyo to examine her 
conscience and be true to herself.  

"She has a role to the country and that role includes hanapin 
ang katotohanan sa Diyos in all sincerity, in all honesty and 
in all faith. Otherwise, kung hindi niya gawin ito may mga 
pangyayaring puwedeng magbago perhaps later on na 
pagsisisihan niya," he said. 

Iñiguez is a staunch critic of Arroyo. He signed the 
impeachment complaint filed at the House against Arroyo in 
July, the only bishop to do so. He is being investigated by the 
NBI for alleged involvement in the supposed plot to topple 
the Arroyo government in February.  

Iñiguez said the Thai coup should serve as an eye opener to 
everybody, especially to the military and the media, which 
he said were the two crucial elements for the success in the 
Thai coup. 

"Sa Thailand, kaya na-arouse ang interest and sentiments ng 
mga tao is because of media and second is the military 
participation, hind i katulad dito sa atin," he said.  

But the media is getting "soft" and appearing to be 
controlled, he said. 

"It is obvious that the government is exerting all efforts to 
gag different media entities to ensure that negative news 
would be prevented from coming out. The ro le of the media 
is to really deliver what is the truth but now I feel na 
humih ina ang media. Para bang may nagko-control na kung 
ano," he said.  

"This (Thai coup) must provide a chance for our military 
personnel to really examine their conscience and to 
determine if they are really performing their duties under the 
Constitution," he said.  

‘WE WON’T DO IT’ 

AFP chief Gen. Hermogenes Esperon said he would not lead 
a coup, which he said would only adversely affect the 
economy. 

"We are not even thinking of it," he told a forum organized 
by the Manila Overseas Press Club (MOPC) at the 
Intercontinental Hotel in Makati City Thursday night.  



"We must reassure you that it is our belief that the matter o f 
staging a coup or any destabilization would be a step away 
from political maturity and the general economic 
development of this country," he said. 

"It is very obvious where we should be," added Esperon, one 
of the three military generals who supposedly participated in 
the alleged rigging of the 2004 polls.  

There have been two major destabilizat ion moves against 
Arroyo. 

The first was the "Oakwood mutiny" in July 2003 where 
more than 300 junior officers and men occupied a premier 
apartment in Makati to dramatize their protest against 
corruption.  

Last February, Arroyo said military adventurists plotted to 
overthrow her government, in conspiracy with the Left and 
some members of the political opposition. 

A total of 38 Army and Marine officers, including two 
generals, implicated in the plot are in detention. 

Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz, in the same forum, said any 
military intervention in part isan politics "is a step backwards 
toward strengthening our democratic institutions." 

Cruz described Esperon as one of the finest officers in the 
AFP he has worked with. 

Cruz assumed the DND portfo lio in August 2004 when 
Esperon was deputy chief of staff for operations.  

"Based on my experience with him, he has a very sharp mind 
and he has the passion for reform…My predict ion is that 
General Jun (Esperon‘s nickname) Esperon will be a poster 
boy for no coups in the Philippines," said Cruz.  

PEOPLE POWER AND COUP  

At the House, Rep. Mujiv Hataman (Anak Mindanao) said a 
Thai-style coup would not succeed in the Philippines because 
the media would immediately get wind of such plots. 

"Dito lang yata sa atin ina-announce na magkaka -coup. 
Dapat magpasalamat pa nga ang Pangulo at madali nilang 
naaapula ang apoy dahil sa media. It‘s easier for them to 
quell coup attempts," he said. 

He said that in the Philippines, a successful attempt to topple 
government is called "people power" while a failed one is 
called a "coup" or "mutiny." 

Rep. Edcel Lagman (Ind., Albay) said one reason military 
adventurism could not succeed is the free market of ideas 



promoted by the media. 

"The presence of a strong media accommodates differing 
views to clash in democratic space rather than in violent 
confrontation," he said. "In the Philippines, we flex ideas 
rather than muscles; we mobilize opposition movements 
rather than armaments." 

Lagman, known as the "principal butcher" of the two 
impeachment complaints filed against Arroyo in the House, 
also said the country "has not experienced a successful coup 
as a precedent while Thailand has a historical anchorage for 
military takeover." 

He said he does not see the Thai event inspiring the AFP.  

"Coups d‘état do not follow the pattern of sympathetic 
ophthalmic where an injured eye inflames the other…The 
coup in Thailand which ousted Prime Minister Thaksin 
Shinawatra does not portend a similar military takeover in 
the Philippines," he said. 

PARANOIA 

"The re-imposition of martial law in the Philippines is 
remote because of stringent constitutional restrictions like 
the revocation of a proclamation by a vote of an absolute 
majority of Congress and a judicial review by the Supreme 
Court as to sufficiency of its factual basis," he said. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye dis missed fears of some 
militant groups that military rule is slowly creeping back 
with President Arroyo supposedly adopting President 
Ferdinand Marcos‘ tactics. 

"The paranoia about military rule is misplaced. The Filipino 
people are united behind their democratic institutions while 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines and the Philippine 
National Police are one behind the Constitution and the chain 
of command," he said. 

Militant groups Bayan, Karapatan, Kilosbayan, Gabriela, 
Kilusan Mayo Uno, Migrante, Anakpawis, League of 
Filipino Students, Anakbayan, Bayan Muna and Black and 
White Movement staged a protest at the Liwasang Bonifacio 
in Manila Thursday to commemorate the 34th anniversary of 
the declaration of mart ial law. 

They accused Arroyo of using the strategy of Marcos in 
attempting to silence her critics, as they condemned the spate 
of extrajudicial killings which they attribute to the 
government particularly the police and the military.  

Karapatan in its records claimed that at least 724 act ivist had 
been killed since Arroyo assumed the presidency in 2001 
contrary to the PNP‘s report of 110 cases. – With Gerard 
Anthony Naval, Victor Reyes and Wendell Vigilia 
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Esperon pelted with eggs at UP 
 

ARMED Forces chief Gen. Her-mogenes Esperon yesterday was hit twice in the 
back by eggs hurled by protesters at the University of the Philippines in Diliman, 
Quezon City, where he spoke at a fo rum organized by polit ical science students. 

His pants were also soiled with mud thrown by the student-protesters numbering 
about 20. 

Esperon was attacked around 5 p.m. as he was going out of the Pulungang Claro 
M. Recto, where the forum organized by the Association of Polit ical Science 
Majors was held, said Lt. Col. Bartolome Bacarro, chief of the AFP‘s public 
informat ion office. 

The forum‘s theme was "Untamed conflict and arrested development: Finding a 
way out of the vicious cycle."  

A video taken by military cameramen showed Esperon, all s miles, waving to the 
protesters as he got out of the hall.  

The protesters were chanting "pasistang militar, singilin, singilin!" when they  
threw eggs and mud at Esperon. 

Esperon‘s escorts whisked him out of the area. They did not take any action or 
draw any firearm against the protesters, Bacarro said.  

"Siguro yung mga nambato galit sa akin dahil hindi ako nagku-coup at ang AFP," 
Bacarro quoted Esperon as saying in jest. 

Esperon was tagged by Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz as "the poster boy for no 
coups in the Philippines." 

Bacarro said the students "should not shame UP as an institution." 

He said Esperon believes that UP is a place o f civility. 

"They should be good students," Bacarro said. "If it is their way of growing up, 
he (Esperon) can‘t imagine what they‘ll turn into in the future…They should have 
honored the spirit of the forum."  

Bacarro said the AFP chief accepted the invitation of the political science 
students "to discuss concerns and issues under the spirit of academic freedom."  

He said Esperon believes the organizers of the forum had no hand in the attack.  

He added Esperon is not thinking of filing charges against the protesters . – Victor 
Reyes 
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FM wealth ends up as milking cow 
Projects unrelated to CARP charged to recovered P35B  

 

By PETER J.G. TABINGO  

FOR 23 months between February 2004 and December 2005, the P35 billion recovered 
Marcos Swiss deposits was everyone‘s milking cow.  

Politicians, media outfits, non-government organizat ions, officials of national agencies, 
executives of government-owned and controlled corporations, and private individuals all 
siphoned off millions that should otherwise have gone exclusively to implementation the 
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program.  

Where some took efforts to conceal the looting, others simply did their embezzlement 
with the ease and familiarity of withdrawing cash from an ATM.  

Preliminary find ings from a special audit of disbursements made by CARP -implementing 
agencies (CIAs) for 2004 and 2005 revealed questionable fund releases amounting to 
P419.56 million.  

The team of government auditors clarified that the sum was based only on their "review 
of selected accounts." 

In some cases, funds released were only compared to reported accomplishments. 
Verification of claimed accomplishments has yet to be completed.  

In a 233-page report, the COA said the total amount squandered stands at least P3 billion. 
The actual amount involved in hundreds of irregularities so far documented could be 
much larger as the investigation conducted was hampered by time constraints and the 
refusal of several agencies to cooperate. 

Among the irregular charges were payment of salaries, bonuses and benefits and 
operating expenses of personnel of CIAs; purchases of drugs and other medical supplies 
delivered to congressmen and provincial governors instead of agrarian reform 
communit ies; insurance coverage for DAR co llege scholars; and hiring of "additional 
janitors" who ended up doing clerical work and contractual workers whose functions had 
no relation whatsoever to CARP.  

Also held invalid were cellular phone subsidies for government officials and employees; 
reimbursement of travel expenses of personnel not related to CARP; funds skimmed off 
as "overhead" from CARP appropriat ions to the Department of Public Works and 
Highways and the National Irrigation Administration, and hiring of consultants who did 
not render work for CARP.  

Auditors said the Department of Agrarian Reform usurped the functions of the 
Department of Health and local government units when it entered into drug/medicine 
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procurement contracts for P27.96 million in 2004 and 2005.  

Of this amount, P4,006,623.60 worth of medical supplies was delivered to nine 
congressmen and three provincial governors.  

The COA noted that there was no evidence provided by the DAR or the recipient 
lawmakers and LGU executives to prove that the medicines were intended for agrarian 
reform beneficiaries or if they actually went to these beneficiaries. 

"Medical missions are (the) responsibility of the LGU and the Department of Health. 
There were even no documents to show that these medicines were indeed distributed to 
ARBs," the audit report pointed out.  

The recipient lawmakers from b iggest downwards were: Rep. Lu is Villafuerte (Kampi, 
Camarines Sur), P599,676.80;  Rep. Rafael Nantes (LP, Quezon), P459,526 .80; Rep. 
Aurelio Umali (LP, Or. Mindoro), P450,075.60; Rep. Eileen Ermita-Buhain (Lakas-
CMD, Batangas), P299,968.00; Rep. Lorenzo Tañada (LP, Quezon), P263,523.20; Rep. 
Eduardo Fermalo (sic) (Kampi, Romblon), P250,079.60; Rep. Eduardo (sic) Suarez, 
P214,882; Rep. Manuel Ortega (NPC, La Union ), P199,996.00, Rep. Ding (sic) Roman, 
P119,144.80. 

(Editor‘s note: The only member of the House of Representative surnamed Suarez is 
Quezon Rep. Danilo Suarez (LP). (Rep. Antonino Roman (LP, Bataan ) is the only 
Roman in the House. His father is former Bataan Gov. Leonardo "Ding" Roman.)  

Likewise named in the COA report were: Gov. Josephine Sato (Occ. Mindoro), P449,994; 
Gov. Bellaflor Angara-Castillo ( Aurora ), P449,677.20; Gov. Barceles (sic) P81, 153.20.  

(Editor‘s note: There is no "Gov. Barceles" sitting as governor of any province. The 
closest name in spelling is Gov. Leandro Verceles whose province, Catanduanes, also 
received a separate delivery of P168,926.40 worth of medical supplies.) 

DAR explained the medica l disbursements were made at the request of LGUs concerned 
"in support of their health/medical services program involving farmer beneficiaries in 
their localit ies" but auditors insisted funds for such programs should come either from the 
LGUs or the DoH. 

CALL AND TEXT TO THE MAX  

CARP is all about the soil – and electronic gadgets galore.  

Officials and personnel of DAR and the Land Registration Authority went shopping for 
the some of most expensive mobile phones in the market and incurred runaway bills.  

DAR bought 58 mobile phone units in 2004 with prices ranging from P16,227 to 
P32,500.  

The following year it acquired 52 more to the tune of P1.42 million with tag prices of 
P10,120 to P48,000.  

The agency paid a whopping P4.53 million in cellu lar line and prepaid accounts in 2004 
which further ballooned to P5.34 million in 2005.  

Not satisfied, a number of them even reimbursed prepaid card expenses, even if their 
cellu lar phones were enrolled in post-paid plans.  



"The line subscribed by DAR with Smart and Globe already covered free units. The 
procurement of 110 cell phone units is already questionable unless it could be 
demonstrated that the same were g iven to other authorized cell phone users not enjoying 
line services. The cost per unit of as much as P48,000 could also not be considered 
reasonable," the report said.  

Who ended up using the 110 phones cannot be traced however as there were no names 
written on the acknowledgment receipts. DAR failed to submit the list of en -users despite 
repeated requests.  

Not to be outdone, LRA officials also charged P552,243 cellu lar phone bills to the 
Agrarian Reform Fund although their work were not related to CARP. The huge bills 
were incurred because many were allowed to secure post-paid lines with both Smart and 
Globe while others reimbursed prepaid card expenses.  

LRA administrator Benedicto Ulep led the list with P166,418.40 fo llowed by Makati 
Registry of Deeds Ronaldo Ort ile with P59,431.65 and Records Officer III Matilde Silang 
with P45,554.18.  

On the other hand, CARP personnel assigned at the LRA exceeded their mobile account 
limits by P245,949.57. 

MEDIA GOODWILL AT A PRICE 

DAR shelled out P127.24 million for its media blitz in 2004 and 2005.  

Audit records showed print and broadcast advertising got P45.6 million while media 
"consultancy" bled the ARF for P34.08 million in addit ion to "printing and binding" 
amounting to P33.04 million and subscriptions worth P14.51 million. 

Of these four expenditures, only advertising underwent audit evaluation.  

Under the law, regulations need to be published in at least two newspapers of general 
circulat ion before they can take effect.  

DAR published its advertisements for CARP anniversaries and 
accomplishments/activities in as many as eight different print media outlets.  

The agency said its extravagant media campaign was crucial in " maintain ing peace and 
order in the rural areas" because it shed light on what the government is doing to address 
unequal distribution of land.  

The Free Press Magazine was the runaway choice of DAR for its print advertising 
cornering P1.59 million followed by: 

Philippine Daily Inquirer, P832,678; Philippine Star, P639,679; Manila Bulletin, 
P630,525; Manila Standard Today, P444,852; Graphic Magazine, P295,000; Manila 
Times, P291,051; The Daily Tribune, P204,484; Malaya, P174,011, and Businessworld, 
P160,380.  
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Many Pinoys still go hungry  
 
The Philippine economy made some impressive gains in 2006, culminating in the early 
repayment of debt but the benefits have yet to trickle down to ordinary people, many of whom 
still go hungry.  

Analysts say that much of what has been achieved has been done for the benefit of international 
creditors and the credit-rating agencies, with little progress made on health, education and public 
infrastructure.  

―The economic p icture is an illusion,‖ said Ben Diokno, an economis t with the University of the 
Philippines.  

―It‘s easy to pay down debt when you are not spending anything and you have record remittances 
being paid by Filip ino overseas workers.‖  

Awash in cash  

On the surface, the economic numbers for 2006 look impressive, especially so in a country that 
has fallen behind most of its regional neighbors over the years due to its vibrant but corrupt and 
often violent political culture.  

Growth for 2006 is expected at 5.5-6.1 percent, a respectable performance if someway behind the 
likes of China and India, and short too of fast growing Vietnam.  

Remittances from the eight million-p lus overseas Filipino workers for the year are expected to 
top $10 billion, g iving a strong boost to domestic liqu idity and a key factor in keeping the 
economy afloat.  

Additionally, increased revenues have helped reduce the budget deficit to around P90 billion 
($1.8 billion), well below the target ceiling of P125 b illion ($2.49 b illion) for this year.  

With a current account surplus of $929 million in the third quarter of 2006, almost three times 
that of a year earlier, the government has been able to pay down debt, much to the delight of 
foreign investors who have helped pushed the stock market to levels not seen for nearly 10 years.  
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Minefields  

For Diokno, however, this is all being achieved at a cost.  

―Spending on public infrastructure has dropped from 1.8 percent of gross domestic product in 
2001 to 0.73 percent in 2006. Spending on education has dropped from 3.0 percent to 2.4 percent 
and health from 0.4 percent to 0.19 percent,‖ he said.  

―This type of spending pattern is short-sighted, insensitive and unsustainable.‖  

Finance Secretary Margarito Teves conceded recently the government would need to spend at 
least 5 percent of GDP on infrastructure just for the country to keep up with its regional 
competitors.  

Much of the decline in the deficit in 2006 was due to reduced government spending, he noted.  

―This is not the ideal way to balance your budget,‖ Teves said. ―What you want is a combination 
of fiscal discipline, h igher growth and the ability to translate these macro-economic 
improvements into a meaningful experience that can be felt by the general population.‖   

Ben Lim of the Center for People Empowerment and Governance said recently that over 10 
million Filip inos go hungry every year and more that 35 million are living below the poverty 
line.  

Employment data for October, the latest available, showed 33.2 million people were employed 
for the month, a slight improvement on the 32.9 million for October 2005.  

Of that number, however, only one in two was in a regular salaried position while fu ll -time 
employment was declining as employers sought out cheaper part time labor.  

In a report called ―Walking on a Knife Edge,‖ economists Maitet Diokno-Pascual and Clarence 
Pascual noted that regular salaried workers are the primary source of personal income tax 
revenues but their numbers are falling.  

―This is what we have got—a government relying on a stagnant salaried workforce and on a 
largely unemployed and income-challenged consumer base for the bulk of its taxes,‖ they said.   
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Mall of Asia draws huge crowd of nearly one 

million on opening day  

By SM Prime Holdings, Inc  

Close to one million people walked through 
its doors on the first day the country's 
largest shopping mall opened to the public. 
After two and a half years of construction, 
the 386,000-square meter Mall of Asia held 
its grand opening on Sunday, May 22, 2006.  

Thousands of Metro Manila's population 
turned up to see and visit this sprawling 
shopping center, located at the 60-hectare 
SM Central Business Park, overlooking the 
Manila Bay. 

The Mall of Asia is a testament to the 
success of the SM group. The Mall of Asia 
is not just the groupâ€™s 25th mall but 
certainly its widest and biggest as well.Â  
Mall of Asia Operations Manager Steven 
Tan said pedestrian traffic during opening 
day was bigger than the average weekend 
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traffic of SM Megamall in Mandaluyong 
and SM North Edsa in Quezon City 
combined. 

First day sales were also brisk not just for 
the mallâ€™s main anchors, the SM 
Department Store and the SM Hypermarket 
but also for the other tenants. â€œThe 
turnover was fast for most of the restaurants 
and other dining establishments. â€œSome 
of the restaurants recorded their highest 
sales ever on that day,â€•  Tan said 

Designed by American firm Arquitectonica, 
the Mall of Asia is a four-building super 
structure linked by elevated walkways. The 
Main Mall hosts a wide array of stores 
ranging from the upscale designer boutiques 
to the trendy outlets popular with the young 
crowd. The North Parking building houses 
the SM Hypermarket while the South 
Parking building is anchored by the SM 
Department Store. Both buildings have over 
5,000 parking slots.  

But apart from enjoying over 600 shops and 
150 indoor and al fresco dining outlets, first 
day shoppers were treated to a host of 
activities guaranteed to give the ultimate 
mall experience. The afternoon crowd 
watched GMA 7â€™s â€œSOPâ€•  variety 
show at the Music Hall of the Entertainment 
Building. The stageâ€™s dramatic 
backdrop is the famous Manila Bay. 
Evening shoppers enjoyed a concert 
sponsored by SMART Communications. A 
fireworks display capped the festivities for 
the night. 

Â â€œThe Mall of Asia will redefine the 
concept of malling,â€•  Tan said. â€œIt is 
more than just a shopping center. It will be a 
destination experience.â€•  

The Entertainment Building also houses the 
countryâ€™s first IMAX theater. Its 22x30-
meter screen is approximately the height of 
an eight-storey building. Initially, the IMAX 
will feature documentary films such as 

 

 

 

 



â€œEverestâ€•  and â€œNascarâ€•  but 
full- length Hollywood flicks are also lined 
up. There is also a special Director's club 
screening room for exclusive film showings 
and seven more state-of-the-art cinemas. 

There is also an Olympic-sized ice rink that 
will serve as a venue for ice-hockey games. 
Ice hockey and ice skating lessons will also 
soon be offered. 
â€œShoppers can look forward to more in 
the coming weeks,â€•  Tan said. â€œWe 
will have more live performances at the 
Music Hall. This weekend, they can catch 
ABS-CBNâ€™s â€œASAPâ€•  noontime 
program. Sometime in July, we have 
scheduled a â€œMeet and Greetâ€•  with 
the characters of Cartoon Network.â€•  

There will be daily laser light shows while 
the fireworks display will be held every 
Fridays and Saturdays for the rest of the 
year. 
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Sunday, November 12, 2006 
  

WHO NEEDS CONGRESS? 
The House leadership, Malacañang and its 
pro-Cha-cha minions and coteries of 
military destabilizers who want to form a 
junta don‘t. The senators do. 
By Rene Q. Bas, Sunday Times Editor  

THE much-malignedCongress of the Philippines is 
a bicameral body. There would be no Congress of 
the Philippines without either the House of 
Representatives or the Senate. 

But the ruling leaders of the House, who control a 
massive majority in the chamber, are saying they 
can go it alone—in achiev ing their foremost goal: 
changing the country‘s form of government from 
today‘s US-style presidential system with a two-
chambered Congress into a parliamentary system 
with a ceremonial president and a unicameral 
legislature.  

They boast that the ruling-coalit ion congressmen 
compose more than three-fourths of the House. 
Their massive control of their chamber has made 
them throw reason, precedents, common sense and 
constitutional law to the winds. They say that they 
can convene the constituent assembly without the 
participation of the Senate.  

They forget that every law is passed by the 
Congress of the Philippines as a bicameral body. 
They ignore the first words that begin every law 
that goes to the President for her signature: ―Be it 
enacted by the Senate and the House of 
Representatives of the Philippines in Congress 
assembled. . . .‖ They forget that every bill that 
each of the two houses passes as its version of a 
law has to go to a conference between delegates of 
the House and the Senate and reconciled into one 
enactment.  

They forget that when approving members of the 
Cabinet the Congress screens each nominee as the 
Commission on Appointments, which comprises 
delegates from the House and the Senate.  

They forget the universally acclaimed moral and 
legal prohib ition on leg islative bodies to pass laws 
that benefit their members. In  other words, the 
House cannot pass a law that will give its members 
salaries, positions and terms of office as members 
of a new parliament.  

And the ruling members of the House say they will 
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convoke a constituent assembly without Senate 
participation. And they will propose a new 
Constitution that will create a ―parliament‖ to be 
made up of themselves.  

Malacañang  

Malacañang Palace also, by its deeds and the words 
of its spokesmen (though not the President herself), 
is veritably saying that it has no need for a Senate. 
For the President and her men agree with, have 
supported and funded the groups that have been 
moving to change the governmental system by 
doing away with the 1987 Constitution and 
replacing it with the sketchy and chaos-provoking 
constitutional-revision proposals .  

(These proposals originally came from a new 
agency Malacañang created and named the 
Presidential Consultative Commiss ion. The 
President submitted the commission‘s proposals to 
the House of Representatives. Another body 
created and funded by the Palace, the advocacy 
commission, then operated an expensive publicity 
and advertising campaign for these proposals. 
Then, in even more incomplete form, the gist of 
these proposals was presented to the Commission 
on Elections by Sigaw ng Bayan and the mayors 
belonging to Union of Local Authorities of the 
Philippines (ULAP), with the signatures of 6.3 
million purportedly legit imate and qualified 
registered voters supposedly seeking on their own 
initiat ive as ―the people‖ the adoption of these 
constitutional amendments, which would 
effectively obliterate the most substantial parts of 
the 1987 Constitution. The Comelec refused to act 
on the Sigaw and ULAP people‘s init iative 
petitions, saying its hands were tied by a 1999 
Supreme Court ruling that no people‘s initiative 
could be properly organized until an enabling law 
is enacted. And finally the Supreme Court 
reaffirmed its 1999 decision.)  

Military destabilizers  

Another important but opaque group (or groups) 
doesn‘t need Congress—or Malacañang, for that 
matter. These are the military coteries whose dream 
is for the Ph ilippines to be ruled by a junta. If their 
wishes come true, these—the so-called desta-
bilizers in the military—would most likely take the 
Philippines on the ugly and painful path of poverty 
and human-rights abuses that Burma‘s military 
rulers have been driving their hapless countrymen 
to follow for almost two decades .  

Many other Filipinos wish this Congress to 
disappear—but only this, which is to them a good-
for-nothing Congress, because it has failed to pass 



urgent laws for the betterment if the country. But 
these Filip inos—whose political judgment is often 
less than well informed—still want to have a proper 
legislative body. One made up of two houses 
checking on each other, and together checking on 
the executive and the judiciary.  

Common view  

The common view is for a Congress—with its two 
houses—to be peopled by industrious and wise 
authors of good laws. Effective doers of their 
oversight functions over the other branches of 
government. Zealous and fair investigators of 
institutions and powers that go against the nation‘s 
well-being and the common good.  

Religious leaders  

For one, the Catholic Bishops‘ Conference of the 
Philippines as well as most other relig ious leaders 
do not want to see Congress—despite its flaws—to 
be wiped out and replaced with a potentially even 
more imperfect parliament. They want a properly 
elected constitutional convention to propose a new 
one, its members spending time for wise, truthful 
and unselfish debate to discover what is most likely 
to be good for the people and the nation.  

Opposition congressmen  

The opposition congressmen are also for a status-
quo Congress. They actively campaigned against 
the moves to change the Constitution so that a 
parliamentary system could be formed. They know 
that the proposed transition parliament will be 
dominated by the same massive majority 
commanded by Speaker Jose de Venecia and his 
key lieutenants.  

The opposition to de Venecia and to President 
Arroyo would rather retain the country‘s present 
system, for now. They are beginning to work hard 
to win more House and Senate seats in the 2007 
elections. They will try to do to President Arroyo 
and Speaker de Venecia, and to the President‘s 
Kampi Party and the Speaker‘s Lakas coalit ion 
what the Democrats did last week to President 
Bush and the Republicans .  

The senators  

Of course the senators don‘t want Congress—the 
bicameral body—to disappear. In moments of 
pique, some senators have said it is the House that 
should be abolished.  

There is unanimity among senators—including 



those who are allies or at least friends of President 
Arroyo—that Congress as it is should continue to 
exist, unless a properly deliberated Constitution 
properly ratified by the people in a plebiscite says 
otherwise.  

Assessing the Senate  

How deficiently has the Senate performed? Is it 
correct to believe the assessment that it has  spent 
its time investigating matters not in ―aid of 
legislation‖—not to be able to gather information 
to be able to improve existing laws or pass new and 
necessary ones but to pursue the senators‘ personal 
political interests?  

Judging by the senators‘ individual and collect ive 
performance, should the Senate be abolished?  

Answers to these questions are in the articles ―Is 
this really a good-for-nothing Senate?,‖ ―The 
Senate‘s sense of urgency—or lack of it,‖ ―What 
went wrong with its reform agenda?‖ and ―How 
each senator performed‖ all by Efren Danao.  

The article ―Villar prioritizes pending measures‖ 
shows a change has taken place in the Senate.‖  

Assessing the House  

We will subject the House to the same scrutiny we 
have today given the Senate in a future Sunday 
special report.  

Besides looking at the congressmen‘s collective 
and individual performance, we will also devote an 
article to the issue of the quorum and why it seems 
to be a great problem for the House leadership to 
enforce quorum d iscipline on the massive majority 
who belong to the ruling coalit ion.   
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Terminal 3 found overpriced by 
$140M 
Gov’t asks US panel to junk $475M Fraport claim 

 

THE builders of the Ninoy Aquino International Airport Terminal 3 have overpriced the 
facility by up to $140 million, documents submitted by the Philippine government to the 
Washington-based International Court for Settlement of Investment Disputes show. 

The contract was also attended with massive corruption and, thus, it is not entitled to 
protection under bilateral investment treaties. 

Germany‘s Fraport AG claimed before the Washington-based arbitration panel that it has 
invested $425 million in the construction of NAIA 3.  

Government lawyers presented to the panel interim payment cert ificates from Takenaka, 
the Japanese firm that the constructed terminal, which put the cost at only $275 million. 

The government‘s legal panel is composed of Solicitor General Eduardo Nachura, retired 
Supreme Court Justice Florentino Feliciano and Carolyn Lamm of the US-based White 
and Case LLP. 

The panel said Fraport has failed to disprove government‘s evidence of the latter‘s illegal 
investment operations. 

It said an investment that violates the law of the host state is not entitled to treaty 
protection.  

The legal panel said the protection being sought by the Fraport on its alleged investment 
should be dismissed by ICSID because the investment operation was attended by massive 
corruption in violat ion of the host country‘s laws and regulation and international public 
policy. 

Contrary to Fraport‘s claim that it invested $425 million in the NAIA -3, the legal panel 
presented evidence that the investment was not made "in accordance with the respective 
laws and regulations of the Philippines as required by (bilateral investment treaty) due to 
violation of the anti-dummy law, payments to corrupt government officials through 
Alfonso Liongson, payments to fund the Wintrack fraud and Schedule 7 kickback 
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scheme and unexplained ‗soft costs.‘" 

The legal panel said on top of the $275 million payment to Takenaka, Fraport claimed it 
spent $29 million in "soft expenses." 

It said Fraport failed to explain the discrepancy of $121 million of the alleged $425 
million investment. 

Fraport is one of the member-corporations of the Philippine International A ir Terminals 
Corp. (Piatco) consortium. The consortium was awarded by government the contract to 
build the NAIA 3. The award was later nullified by the Supreme Court due to changes 
made on the provisions of the concession agreement which p laced government under 
undue disadvantage. 

The airport facility remained idle until the government took over the terminal in 2002.  

Piatco had temporarily succeeded in preventing government from having access to the 
facility until the Pasay regional trial court hearing the expropriation case ordered 
government to pay the consortium P3 billion as part of just compensation. A big portion 
of the ceiling that fell off prevented the opening of the terminal.  

The court has since commissioned a body to determine the actual cost of the terminal to 
validate claims of Piatco that it was built at $650 million.  

Piatco has a pending $525 million claim in a Singapore-based international tribunal.  
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Wednesday, November 15, 2006 
  

World Bank sees higher RP growth  
By Darwin G. Amojelar, Reporter  

THE World Bank has raised its projection of the Philippine economic growth 
rate by the time the year ends but it also warned the Arroyo government for 
careless spending in time for election period in 2007.  

In its ―East Asia Update,‖ the World Bank projected that the country‘s gross 
domestic product (GDP) will grow 5.5 percent this year, a two-percentage higher 
from its earlier forecast of 5.3 percent in March 2006.  
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For next year, the bank forecasts Philippine GDP to grow to 5.7 percent, higher 
than its earlier forecast of 5.6 percent.  

Government forecast higher  

In contrast, the government expects the economy to expand between 5.5 percent 
and 6.2 percent this year and between 5.8 percent and 6.6 percent next year. 
These were in fact downward adjustments from earlier Arroyo administration 
targets. These were as high as 6.3 percent to 7.3 percent for this year and 6.5 
percent to 7.7 percent for 2007.  

Sanjar Dhar, lead economist for the World Bank in the Philippines, said the 
growth prospects in the Philippines are helped by the ability of the public sector 
to invest more in infrastructure and service delivery following the major fiscal 
adjustment for the past two years.  

―Assuming that the fiscal adjustment is sustained, we expect the private 
investment to pick up and for growth in the medium term to rise from the current 
level of 5.5 percent,‖ Dhar said.  

He stressed that if the GDP continues to grow between the 5-percent and 6-
percent level, capacity utilization in companies would start to increase and they 
would need to invest more.  

―We‘ll expect investment to pick up beginning next year,‖ Dhar said.  

The big challenge for next year, Dhar said, is on how the government will 
behave, spending-wise, in the next election.  

―I think it is important to demonstrate even in an election period that the 
government fiscal target are respected, the efforts of tax administration continue 
… it is important to maintain the good performance we have through the election 
period,‖ he said.  

Observers see that this ―respect for fiscal targets‖ can only come from 
Malacañang, which controls the government‘s money, and its allies in the local 
government units as well as in the Congress.  

Dhar also said that despite the rising oil prices, the growth of the Philippine 
economy has been good because of the growth in services, financial and 
telecommunications.  

He noted that the consumers in the Philippines have been holding up the 
economy. The OFWs‘ remittances have played a big role, because these give 
Filipino families money for active consumer spending.  

―It‘s not a typical growth pattern but given that you have very large proportion of 
your labor force abroad, about a quarter almost, it can be a sustainable pattern, in 
the sense that workers abroad are fairly diversified,‖ Dhar added.  
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The World Bank also forecasts economic growth of 5.5 percent for Indonesia 
this year and 6.2 percent in 2007; Malaysia, 5.5 both this year and 2007; 
Thailand, 4.5 percent and 4.6 percent; and Vietnam with 8 percent and 7.5 
percent.  

The Southeast Asian region is projected to grow 5.2 percent this year and 5.6 in 
2007.  

The bank also estimated that the country‘s inflation rate to increase to 7.8 percent 
this year and 5 percent in 2007.  

The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas projected that inflation will accelerate between 
7.5 percent and 8.2 percent reflecting full implementation of the reformed value-
added tax and the rising oil. In 2005 inflation stood at 7.6 percent.  

The bank also estimates that in 2005 10.8 percent of the Philippine population 
lived below the $1-a-day poverty line, and 41.2 percent of the population lived 
below the $2-a-day poverty line. These figures are higher than other middle-
income countries in the region.  

Also, inequality in the Philippines as measured by the consumption-based Gini 
coefficient is estimated to have been reduced from 46.2 percent in 2000 to 44.5 
percent. However, the country‘s inequality remains high compared with other 
East Asian countries, including Indonesia with 34.3 percent in 2002; Laos, 34.6 
percent in 2002; Korea, 20 percent in 1999; and Thailand with 42.5 percent in 
2004.  

―These recent developments are certainly good news,‖ said Loraine Hawkins, 
World Bank acting country director for the Philippines. She added that East Asia 
has been growing at unprecedented rates. She said the World Bank happily notes 
that the Philippines is moving in the same upward direction.  

―We hope this serves as a challenge for the Philippines to keep pace with the 
fastest growing region, while also decisively addressing poverty and inequality, 
which remain serious problems,‖ Hawkins said.  

The report noted that the there is a need to focus on the 450 million youth in the 
region and discusses the challenge of how to prepare this group to become the 
drivers of growth.   
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North Korea now a nuclear 
power 
  
SEOUL: Defying worldwide 
appeals and threats of sanctions, 
North Korea has announced it 
had carried out its first nuclear 
weapons test, calling it a ―historic 
event.‖  

President Arroyo, in a statement 
Monday afternoon, said ―we 
condemn in the strongest terms 
North Korea‘s nuclear device 
testing. DPRK‘s act clearly poses 
a threat to the political, security 
and economic stability of 
Northeast Asia.‖  

The United States confirmed that 
the test took place and urged the 
UN to take action.  

China condemned its protégé 
country for ―brazenly‖ carrying 
out the test. But Russia, another 
god-fatherly friend of 
Pyongyang, seemed less angry as 
its ministry of foreign affairs 
called on North Korea to return to 
the Nuclear Nonproliferation 
Treaty and restart international 
talks.  

North Korea‘s Central News 
Agency (KCNA) said the 
underground test was carried out 
safely and successfully and there 
was no radiation leak.  

A South Korean defense ministry 
official, quoted by Yonhap News 
Agency, said the test was at 
Hwadaeri near Kilju on North 
Korea‘s northeast coast about 
10:36 a.m. (0136 GMT 0936 a.m. 
Manila time).  

There was no immediate official 
confirmation in the South of the 
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test. But the presidential office 
said the state intelligence agency 
had detected a 3.58 magnitude 
seismic tremor in North 
Hamgyong Province, where Kilju 
is located.  

The test took place around the 
time Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe arrived in Seoul for 
talks on handling the nuclear 
crisis and just three days after a 
UN Security Council statement 
was issued against North Korea.  

The council unanimously adopted 
a nonbinding statement that urged 
the North to drop plans for a test 
and to return to six-party 
disarmament talks.  

―We detected the explosive sound 
from Hwadaeri near Kilju in 
North Hamgyong Province about 
10:36 a.m.,‖ Yonhap quoted the 
defense ministry official as 
saying.  

―The intelligence was 
immediately reported to President 
Roh Moo Hyun,‖ Roh‘s 
spokesman Yoon Tae Young 
said. ―Related countries are in 
consultation on the issue.‖  

Roh immediately called an 
emergency ministerial meeting to 
discuss countermeasures.  

The White House believes the 
test was carried out, the Fox 
News television network 
reported, quoting a senior US 
government official.  

The test is believed to have been 
conducted in a horizontal tunnel, 
a lawmaker quoted intelligence 
officials as saying.  



The officials told parliament it 
appeared to have been conducted 
in a 360-meter-high (1,188 feet) 
mountain northwest of its 
Musudanri missile base in 
Hwadaeri, according to lawmaker 
Chung Hyong Keun.  

He quoted an intelligence official 
as saying: ―In consideration of 
the height of the mountain, the 
test appeared to have been done 
in a horizontal tunnel.‖  

KCNA issued a brief statement 
announcing the test, saying: ―The 
field of scientific research in the 
DPRK (North Korea) 
successfully conducted an 
underground nuclear test under 
secure conditions on October 9.‖  

―It has been confirmed that there 
was no such danger of 
radioactive emission in the course 
of the nuclear test as it was 
carried out under scientific 
consideration and careful 
calculation.  

The nuclear test was conducted 
with indigenous wisdom and 
technology, 100 percent.  

It marks a historic event as it 
greatly encouraged and pleased 
the KPA (North Korean army) 
and people that have wished to 
have powerful self- reliant 
defense capability.  

―It will contribute to defending 
the peace and stability on the 
Korean Peninsula and in the area 
around it.‖  

A South Korean expert told AFP 
there was ―a massive explosion 
with a tremor of 3.58 to 3.7.‖  



Chi Heon Chul, of the Korea 
Institute of Geoscience and 
Mineral Resources, said the 
tremor originated at Kilju.  

No excessive radioactivity was 
detected in South Korea after 
North Korea announced it had 
successfully carried out an 
underground nuclear test on 
Monday, experts said.  

The military raised its vigilance 
along the border with North 
Korea, officials said.  

―A crisis task force was activated, 
with our troops ordered to raise 
their vigilance and watch North 
Korea‘s movements,‖ an official 
with the joint chiefs of staff told 
AFP.  

Abe said he would work together 
with South Korea to consider 
their response to North Korea‘s 
reported nuclear test.  

―I am going to meet South 
Korean Prime Minister Han 
Myeong Sook now,‖ said Abe, 
who will also meet Roh later in 
the day. ―I want to coordinate 
with the South Korean side about 
our future response.‖   
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Antipolo street winds through Manila's Sampaloc district, right along a railway line. In his 

1962 novel The Pretenders, foremost contemporary Filipino novelist F. Sionil José describes 

the street as one of "intractable damnation," and it's not hard to see why. Shanties still line 

the same steel tracks on which José's tortured antihero Antonio Samson kills himself, after 

learning that his vapid high-society wife is having an affair. On a recent afternoon, naked 

boys skipped rope near piles of rotting trash. Meals bubbled over open fires, just feet from 

railroad ballast.  

The Pretenders is the fourth of José's five Rosales novels, which together span a hundred 

years of Philippine history from the end of Spanish colonial rule to the declaration of martial 

law by a besieged Ferdinand Marcos in 1972. José's saga, an outraged testament to the 

inequalities that wrack Manila and the country at large, is rivaled in his nation's literature 

only by José Rizal's Noli Me Tangere (1887) and El Filibusterismo (1891), both 

acknowledged influences on José's writing. In Dusk, the first in the saga and set at the wane 

of the 19th century, a subversive hacienda overseer lends copies of Rizal's two classics to 

Eustaquio Samson, a young farmer, in the hope that he will join the anti-Spanish revolution.  

At the western end of the Luneta, Manila's crescent-shaped, scraggly public green, a cluster 

of life-size bronze sculptures of Rizal and the firing squad that gunned him down marks the 

spot where the doctor, now a national hero, was executed in 1896. A vulgar, nightly sound-

and-light show dramatizes the moment. But far more unnerving, in a city where it's hardly 

unusual to see children sleeping in cemeteries, is the pomp on display at the 97-year-old 
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Manila Hotel, a 10-minute stroll toward Manila Bay. In the third Rosales novel, My Brother, 

My Executioner, set just after World War II, the head of "the country's leading sugar family" 

Eduardo Dantes rents two floors to lodge the European royalty and opera singers he flies in 

for a party. Luis Asperri, the protagonist, is a privileged would-be poet who lives near the 

hotel in Ermita — at the time one of Manila's most exclusive districts. From his Spanish-style 

home, he soaks in those gorgeous Manila sunsets of lore with their "resplendent ochres, 

browns, and indigos."  

Nowadays the picture is not so pretty. The skies over Manila Bay are typically sombrous, 

hazed with diesel pollution. If the fumes give you a headache, you can take a cab to the 

"golden ghetto" of Makati — the city's CBD of stockjobbers and starched luxury malls — and 

be haunted by the thought of Antonio Samson's slum-dwelling illegitimate son Pepe. He 

features in Mass, the book that ends José's impassioned saga. In the novel's closing pages, 

Pepe confronts plutocrat Juan Puneta at his Makati mansion. After hearing Puneta say "I 

love exploiting the poor," Pepe kills him in an act of class rage and flees this town of 

heartbreaking contrasts, convinced his act was righteous. Though they may not harbor 

murderous intent, many of Manila's poor would share his grievances today.  

See 10 things to do in Singapore. 

Got an awful travel gripe? The Avenger may be able to sort it out for you. Click here to tell 

us your problem.  
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Protests over the alleged rape
have been small but vocal
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Rape charges for American marines
Prosecutors in the Philippines have
charged four US marines over the
alleged rape of a 22-year-old woman
after a visit to a bar.

Charges against two other marines were
dropped while the Filipino who drove
the van where the alleged rape happened
was charged with being an accomplice.

Prosecutor Prudencio Jalandoni asked
for the marines to be handed over by the
US for detention without bail.

The four, who are in the custody of the US embassy in Manila, deny the
charges.

Mr Jalandoni filed his charges at a court in the town of Olongapo, north-west
of Manila, near where the alleged rape took place on 1 November.

'Heinous crime'

The Americans have denied participating in or witnessing the incident, which
allegedly took place inside a van at Subic Bay free port, a former US naval
base.

At least one of them did acknowledge
having sex with the woman but said it
was consensual, Mr Jalandoni said.

The van driver was first seen as a key
witness but was later considered as a
"co-conspirator", having apparently
done nothing to stop the alleged rape,
the prosecutor added.

While the US embassy has said it will co-operate with the investigation, it is
unclear whether it will hand over the marines.

Mr Jalandoni said evidence suggested the two soldiers cleared were not in the
van at the time of the alleged rape.

The Subic Bay authority said earlier that the alleged victim had been visiting a
karaoke bar when she met the marines who then reportedly invited her to get
into a rented van with them.

A few hours later, witnesses said they saw the woman being dumped from the
van into a road.

Philippine Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo has called for the perpetrators of
the "heinous crime" to be brought to justice.

According to press reports, the Philippine authorities briefly delayed the
departure of a US warship while searching for the marines. 
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RP coaches, riders in fight
Incident mars awards rites of Hundred Islands bikefest
By Bong Pedralvez, Sports Subeditor

Two coaches of the national cycling team and three of its members tried to beat
up  an official and cyclist of a rival squad at the end Sunday of the First Tour
de Hundred Islands President’ Cup in Barangay Lucap Alaminos, Pangasinan.

Involved in the incident were national coaches Dindo Quirimit and Joselito
Santos and national riders Carlo Jasul, Enrique Domingo and Warren
Davadilla, who attempted to gang up on Fuji Steel-Excellent Noodles team
official Cesar Dimacali and his cyclist Joey Tolentino.

When the coaches and cyclists were on the verge of overwhelming Dimacali,
the team official was forced to whip out his pocket knife in self-defense, even
as cooler heads tried to calm them down. 

Despite efforts to restrain the hulking Santos, who has twice the physique of
Dimacali, the coach continued to challenge the team official  and even
threatened him, saying “Kung dala ko lang ang .45 ko . . . [If I only had my .45
. . .]”

Only when Alaminos police authorities intervened was Santos pacified. 

Domingo, on the other hand, struck Tolentino with a bag during the fracas
witnessed by many at the Lucap Wharf before the awarding ceremonies of the
three-day bikefest organized by Mayor Hernani Braganza of Alaminos. 

Jomel Lorenzo, head coach of the national cycling squad, was a few meters
from where the incident took place, but was apparently unaware of it so made
no move to control his charges.

In a meeting called by organizers among the contending parties in the presence
of local police, Jasul said that he was approached by Tolentino, who suffered a
nasty spill when he was cut by the national rider, to ask him if he [Jasul] had
done it intentionally.

Instead of trying to pacify Jasul and Tolentino, Dimacali said he heard
Domingo tell them: “Daanin na lang ninyo sa suntukan. [Settle the issue by
slugging it out].”

Dimacali said Domingo’s remarked angered him and it was at this point that
Santos came in to push him aside, after which both coaches, together with the
cyclists, pursued the official. 
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He said he was filing a formal complaint against the coaches and the three
national riders with the Philippine Cycling Federation and the Philippine Sports
Commission “just to teach them a lesson.”

Dimacali said he would also report the incident to the Philippine Army, where
Domingo is an enlisted man.

Shane Chin, the other FEN team official, said he tried to hold back Santos “but
I could not restrain him.”
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Foreplay... Gunplay...

By J.V. ANTIPORDA & RENATO G.
QUILICOL
People's Tonight

CAPT. Reynaldo Jaylo and his team leader killed
two Europeans when they allegedly tried to
engage the chief of the Presidential Anti-Illegal
Recruitment Task Force in a shootout in a
cybersex den raking in millions of pesos from
clients worldwide, mostly in the United States.

Five teenage girls, between 16 and 17 years old,
were rescued, some of them while allegedly in the
middle of sexual acts before an Internet camera.
Most of the girls came from poor families in the
provinces.
 
Willen Cornelis Cheri Van Engelenburg and his younger brother Hendrikus Erik were
rushed by Jaylo and his men to the St. Luke's Hospital, but the two Hollanders died an hour
later while undergoing treatment. 
 
The PAIRTF chief and his men were conducting simultaneous raid
and rescue operations on two cybersex joints allegedly ran by the
Engelenburgs on Balete Drive and on Aurora Blvd. corner Ermin
Garcia St., both in Cubao, Quezon City, when the shooting incident
occurred at 10 p.m. Wednesday night.
 
The PAIRTF operatives were armed with a search warrant issued
by Quezon City Judge Antonio Eugenio Jr., when they raided the
"virtual office" of  www.xxx.chat.com.
 
Jaylo, during an interview outside the emergency room of the St.
Luke's Hospital, said five alleged cybersex performers were rescued
from the Engelenburgs' rented two-storey mansion on 6th St., Bgy.
Mariana, New Manila, Quezon City.
 
The "talents" were allegedly performing indecent acts in front of a
computer equipped with video cameras connected to the Internet. 
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kapatid.” Photo
by RIC REYES

 
The PAIRTF operatives invited the Hollanders for interrogation but
the two refused. Instead, the elder Engelenburg allegedly grabbed
his handgun from a table drawer and tried to shoot Jaylo,
prompting the latter to shoot first, hitting him once. 
 
Hendrikus Erik, reportedly armed with a .45-cal. pistol, allegedly
shot Jaylo but missed. Jaylo quickly drew his gun and shot
Engelenburg in the head.
 
At the second floor, Cheri Van Engelenburg, reportedly armed with
a .45-cal. pistol, allegedly tried to shoot it out with PAIRTF
operatives Joseph Bernabe, Rey Quevedo and Rhoy Jaylo. But
Bernabe shot back, fatally hitting Van Engelenburg in the head and
left chest.
 
"Inunahan kaming barilin, eh, 'di gumanti na rin kami at nasa
panganib na ang aming mga buhay," Jaylo told People's Tonight. 
 
Bernabe said the younger Engelenburg rushed to the third floor of
the rented office and locked himself  up. 
 
"Nang buksan niya uli ang kuwarto, may hawak nang baril, kaya pinaputukan ko siya," he
said. Cheri Engelenburg sustained two gunshot wounds in the head.
 
Jaylo and his men rushed the two Europeans to the nearby St. Luke's Hospital but the
brothers died one after the other an hour after surgery.
 
PAIRF operatives recovered two .45-caliber pistols; seven spent .45-cal. shells; several
vibrators; bold magazines; a Sony video camera; and two computers.
 
PAIRTF  operatives nabbed Edward Lagutan, the Engelenburgs' alleged cashier, and Cheri
Van's wife Veronica Rellona.

Cybersex
 
Jaylo told People's Tonight that two weeks ago, he received a call from a friend based in
Europe who has seen a Filipina engaged in a lesbian sex act on an Internet site.
 
"Nang sabihin sa akin ng aking kaibigan sa Europe na mabenta ang mga Filipina sa
cybersex doon, ay trinabaho ko na dito sa Maynila," he said.
 
The alleged cybersex joints were under PAIRTF surveillance for three months. 
 
"Ang alam ko, mayroon daw ditong mga protector itong dalawang Dutch nationals, kaya
'yun ang hinahanap namin, pero hindi pa namin alam kung ano ang kanilang mga
pagkatao," he added.
 
It was learned from the "talents" that the Engelenburg brothers have been operating the two
cybersex dens for more than four years now. 
 
"Sinusuwelduhan po kami ng P300 isang araw at dagdag na komisyon 'pag kami ay may
kliyente sa Internet," said Tania, a 16-year-old performer.
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Each girl was estimated to bring in anywhere from P50,000 to P70,000 a month in fees paid
by Internet customers.
 
The girls added that during private sessions with their clients, mostly Americans, they were
forced to undress and play with themselves using different sex gadgets. They even engaged
in lesbian, or girl-to-girl, sex acts.
 
"Pumayag kaming mag-perform sa harap ng camera at alam naming napapanood iyon sa
iba't ibang bahagi ng mundo," said 17-year-old Alexandra, a native of Bulacan.  
 
"Pero wala kaming magagawa, kailangan naming kumita para makapagpatuloy ng pag-aaral
at mabuhay namin ang aming mga magulang at kapatid." 
 
"Shifting ho kami dito sa loob ng 24 oras at 30 minuto lang ang tagal ng pag-perform
namin sa harap ng computer at camera," 16-year-old Gelo said. 
 
Two nude cybersex talents at Blue Kiss Internet Café located at Ermin Garcia St. were
caught by operatives led by Col. Cresencio Cabasal, PAIRTF vice chairman. 
 
The agents seized cybersex paraphernalia in the presence of barangay officials of Bgy.
Silangan, Cubao.

With reports from Ghia Rivera & Christy Lopez

Friday, May 27, 2005 
6:15:59 PM
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Macapagal: I'm running 

for president in 2004
Posted: 11:44 PM (Manila Time) | Oct. 04, 2003
By Juliet Labog-Javellana
Inquirer News Service

Announcement expected

CLARK FIELD, Pampanga -- The atmosphere was like that of a miting de
avance (political rally) in Manila's Plaza Miranda when President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo Saturday announced her decision to run in 2004. 

The announcement she made at the Expo Filipino amphitheater here was
expected, but it was preceded by a five-minute display of fireworks and
intermittent chants of "GMA! GMA!" by some 40,000 Pampanga folk,
composed of senior citizens, youth, multisectoral groups, Cabinet members
and public officials. 

Later, Housing Secretary Michael Defensor waxed enthusiastic over Ms
Macapagal's happiness at declaring that she had "deferred" her retirement
and would seek the presidency even if she were "ridiculed" for changing
her mind. 

"She was very happy with the warmth and enthusiasm of the crowd. She is
in a fighting mood," he said. 

It was Defensor who incessantly egged the crowd to chant "GMA! GMA!"
in the 35,000-capacity amphitheater adorned with red, white and blue
balloons and huge banners bearing the message "Run Gloria Run." 

"I will sacrifice my personal yearnings for personal quiet and release from
the presidential strain and anxiety," Ms Macapagal said in a 35-minute
speech. "I will offer myself to the electorate in 2004 as the leader with the
experience and vision necessary to change society, achieve economic
development and eliminate poverty." 

Leonilo Coronel, executive director of the Bankers Association of the
Philippines, said Ms Macapagal's announcement was "no surprise." 

"The market has expected this," he said. 

But the presidents of big business groups expressed relief, saying the
announcement would help ease the prevailing uncertainty. 
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For one, Donald Dee of the Employers Confederation of the Philippines
said the public no longer had to engage in a guessing game and would now
be able to focus on assessing the individual platforms of presidential
aspirants. 

Ms Macapagal chose the first Pampanga senior citizens' congress to
announce her decision. 

Dressed in a white long-sleeved shirt and navy blue pants, she arrived at
3:15 p.m. and was joined by Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr., Senator Robert
Barbers, Quezon City Mayor Feliciano Belmonte (the newly designated
president of the ruling Lakas-Christian Muslim Democrats party),
Pampanga Governor Lito Lapid, and a number of congressmen, local
officials and Cabinet members. 

From her family, only her elder son, Pampanga Vice Governor Juan
Miguel "Mikey" Arroyo, was seen on the stage.
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Philippine coup suspects storm out of court hearing, demand Arroyoâ
€™s resignation

MANILA, Philippines (AP) _ Several military officers stormed out
of their coup trial Thursday, took over an upscale hotel and urged
President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo to quit.

Joined by other dissident officers and leaders from the opposition and
the left, they clearly were trying to foster the Philippines third â
€œpeople powerâ€ revolt, making phone calls and sending cell phone
text messages seeking to generate crowds to support them.

â€œThis is like EDSA,â€ former
Vice President Teofisto Guingona,
an opposition campaigner, said after
using a glass of water to toast to
victory by anti-Arroyo forces.
EDSA is the name of the highway
that was the site of the countryâ€™s
two â€œpeople powerâ€ revolts.

Manila Police Chief Geary Barias
met with the dissidents and told
them to vacate the hotel by 3 p.m.
(0700 GMT) or face arrest. He
indicated that fellow soldiers would
try to negotiate a peaceful end to the
standoff, which led the hotel to
evacuate guests and staff.

It was unclear where the rest of the
often-restive militaryâ€™s loyalties lay.

â€œMy orders now are to rearrest them and take them back to custody,
to apply the law,â€ Defense Secretary Gilbert Teodoro said.

â€œWe want to assure our people that we will apply the full force of
the law to maintain peace and order in the area and the rest of the
country.â€

Arroyo called an emergency Cabinet meeting. The Presidential Security
Group, which provides security at the presidential palace, went on red
alert.
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Among those who walked out of the court in Makati, Manilaâ€™s
financial district, was Antonio Trillanes, who was elected senator in
May elections but has remained in military detention while on trial over
a 2003 insurrection in which troops commandeered a shopping center
and demanded Arroyoâ€™s ouster.

â€œWe want change,â€ Trillanes told The Associated Press.

Escorted by military police, who apparently did not prevent them from
leaving the court, the defendants, including at least one soldier armed
with an M-16 rifle, marched in a light rain to the upscale Manila
Peninsula hotel and pushed away guards at the entrance.

They were joined by Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim, suspected of involvement
in another failed coup plot last year, who issued a statement urging
Arroyo to resign and asking the armed forces to withdraw support for
her.

In the statement, read on nationwide TV, Lim called for the formation
of a new government.

â€œMrs. Arroyo stole the presidency from Estrada, and later
manipulated the results of 2004 elections,â€ Lim said.

Arroyo took over the presidency when predecessor Joseph Estrada was
ousted in the second â€œpeople powerâ€ revolt in January 2001, and
opponents have criticized the legitimacy of her rule ever since.

She also has been fighting allegations that she rigged the 2004 elections
that gave her a six-year term.

â€œWe tried to restore legitimacy, but she used naked power ... to
frustrate us,â€ Lim said. â€œWe should use all we can to prevent the
sliding back into corruption. We are withdrawing support from this
government and other units will also do so.â€

Former vice president Guingona, left-wing leaders and two Roman
Catholic bishops joined the military men who set up an apparent
command center in a second-floor function room of the hotel.

â€œWe have to bring people here to guard our perimeters,â€ Trillanes
told them. A leftist leader told him, after a phone call, that 3,000
members of one union were on the way.

National police chief Avelino Razon urged people to stay away from
the hotel.

The officers on trial were among 300 soldiers who took over the ritzy
Oakwood hotel and a nearby shopping center in Makati in July 2003,
rigging the area with bombs and demanding Arroyoâ€™s resignation.
They denounced the government and military corruption, but were
accused of staging a failed coup. They surrendered after the daylong
uprising.
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Clean Living : Reyes he is not, but Pagulayan is good to watch 

Posted 05:22am (Mla time) May 02, 2005 
By Manolo Iñigo
Inquirer News Service 

Editor's Note: Published on page A29 of the May 2, 2005 issue of the
Philippine Daily Inquirer 

CANADA-BASED world billiards champion Alex "The Lion" Pagulayan
is hard to evaluate because we rarely see him play here. But he is much
admired by many Filipinos not only because of his prowess at the pool
table but also because of his loyalty and love for the Philippines.

In July last year following his stirring victory in the World Pool
Championship in Taipei, Pagulayan said: "To my friends in the
Philippines, don't worry. I'm still a Filipino."

Born in Cabagan town, Isabela province, on June 25, 1978, Pagulayan lost
his Philippine citizenship several years ago when his parents migrated to
Canada, where they later applied for naturalization.

However, shortly after winning the world pool championship, Pagulayan
filed a petition requesting that he be allowed to reacquire his Philippine
citizenship under the dual citizenship law which Congress enacted in 2003.
That request was granted by Immigration Commissioner Alipio Fernandez.

"Pagulayan is again a Filipino," said
lawyer Arvin Santos, head of the
Bureau of Immigration task force
that screens applicants for dual
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citizenship, stressing that although
Pagulayan retains his Canadian
citizenship, he may now enjoy all
the rights and privileges of a
Philippine citizen.

That is good news for Philippine sports. Pagulayan can now represent the
country in future international billiards tournaments, including the coming
Southeast Asian Games.

In my view, his presence in the national team (together with several world-
ranked players like 1999 world pool champion Efren "Bata" Reyes and
Francisco "Django" Bustamante) will surely boost the country's chances of
winning top honors in any international meet. Simply put, their presence in
the national team will make the opposition tremble in fear.

Pagulayan is good to watch. He plays with total commitment although at
times he appears to take it easy. But don't be fooled. Behind that easy-
going style is a mean machine, a ruthless player with a heart of steel. Like
Bustamante, Pagulayan has an armory of booming breaks and creativity.

Just recently, Pagulayan made mincemeat of many-time world champion
Earl "The Pearl" Strickland, beating the American veteran, 15-10, in the
finals of the SML 9-Ball Championship in Calgary, Canada.

"But my biggest problem is my concentration," Pagulayan said in an
interview. "I'm not a disciplined pool player. This year I want to change,
go straight and do a lot of things. I need to change to reach my goals."

Among his goals is to get even with Bustamante in this year's second
edition of the Hope All-Filipino Open on May 16-22. Organized by Puyat
Sports headed by billiards godfather Aristeo "Putch" Puyat and Jemah
Television of Mark Roces, the star-studded tournament stakes a total of P1
million in prizes.

Last year, the never-say-die Bustamante came from behind to beat
Pagulayan, 15-13, in the finals and win the first prize of P500,000.

"Akala ko talo na naman (I thought I would lose again)," said Bustamante
after the game. A former World Pool League champion and world No. 1,
Bustamante added he almost lost hope when Pagulayan took a
commanding 8-2 lead, "but I regained my composure when he scratched
twice."

For his part, Pagulayan said he would not commit the same mistake again.
"I am more than ready this time."

View previous columns and related stories, video clips, and sites.
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   METRO
Teener thrown off bridge by ex-bf

A TEENER filed injury raps against her ex-
boyfriend yesterday in Pasay City.
 
Jennilyn (not her real name),  15, of 792 Bac 1-
11, Don Carlos St., Pasay City, said her ex-
boyfriend  threw her off a bridge at 2 a.m.
yesterday
 
Senior Inspector Mila Carrasco said Jennilyn met
her ex-lover, Obren Cacdac, 19, on Don Carlos
St.
 
Cacdac urged Jennilyn to go with him.
 
Jennilyn refused, irking Cacdac who grabbed and
carried her in his arms.
 
Cacdac allegedly threw Jennilyn into the creek. The complainant however clutched on to
her lover, making both of them fall from the bridge.

Jennilyn suffered a large gaping wound in the right leg. Some of her relatives and
neighbors rushed to the scene to help her before bringing Cacdac to the police.
 
In Parañaque City, Rowena Santos, 31, of 154 Palanyag St., Road, Gatchalian Village, Bgy.
San Dionisio went to the police station with bruises after her live-in partner, Jesus Cabando
Jr., 27, allegedly mauled her at  5 a.m. for nagging.

Arnold Erediano
People's Tonight
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   METRO
Worms lead neighbor to rotting corpse

RENATO G. QUILICOL
People's Tonight

THE rotting body of a jobless man was found two
weeks after he was believed to have  died of a
heart attack in Malate, Manila.
 
Enrique Buena, 40, of 2004-B Anak Bayan St.
was found dead  by a neighbor in his house at 9
a.m.  
Detective Steve Casimiro, of the WPD Homicide
Section, said foul odor and worms led Chato
Llaguno, employee  of Philippine Journalists, Inc.
(PJI) and resident of Anak Bayan St., Malate, to
the decomposing body.  

Police believe Buena had been dead for weeks.

Residents revealed that Buena's mother, Dionisia, left for the United States last January.

With a report from Ghia Rivera
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