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ASEAN Uni Games Day 1: Avila strikes gold 

Jul 15, 2016 

  
Marilyn Avila[/caption] 

 

Marilyn 'Daffy' Avila struck the only gold in athletics for the Philippines on Day 1 

of the  ASEAN University Games in Singapore. The 20-year-old Avila who is a 

student at FEU  clocked a new personal best of 1.02.22. To win the ASEAN 

Universty Game title. This continues a very successful season for Avila who 

improved on her PB of 1.02. when she was second at the Hong Kong Inter-City 

meet in June where she clocked 1.02.78. 



  

The win catapults Avila to #1 in the South East Asian ranking lists for 2016 and 

also puts her  within range (.53) of qualifying for the Women's 400 Hurdles for the 

2017 SEA Games in  Malaysia. The bronze qualifying standard is 1.01.69 for 400 

Hurdles. The Philippines has not been represented by a woman in the 400 Hurdles 

since Mary Grace Melgar in 2007. 

  

Avila beat Juthamas Khonkham of Thailand (1.02.44), and Saidatul Suhaimi of 

Malaysia (1.02.61), her teammate from the Philippines Michelle Loterte who took 

bronze in the 2014 edition was fourth in 1.02.92. 

  

The ASEAN University Games is a Bi-Annual meet last held in 2014. Which 

involves a selection of UAAP Athletes from the Philippines. 
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After Marilyn Avila. Win in the 400 Hurdles. Filipino athletes had a mixture of 

success and failure at the AUG on Day 1. 



  

Evalyn Palabrica who was fourth at the SEA Games upgraded her bronze from two 

years ago into a silver with a 44.40m effort behind SEA Games Silver Medalist Thi 

Xuan Bui (Vietnam) 49.03m. Surprisingly the countires upcoming Heptathlete 

Sarah Dequinan nabbed bronze in 40.79m. 

  

Clinton Kingsley Bautista, a SEA Games athlete took bronze in the 400 Hurdles in 

a new PB of 53.14. Andrian of Indonesia the SEA Games bronze medalist won in 

52.83, from Nattapong Kanom of Thailand 52.85. Bautista who is better known as 

a 110 Hurdler may have a better future in this event. Michael Del Prado finisehd 

fifth in 54.73. 

  

UST Eloiza Luzon (12.61) and Glaiza Salcedo (12.57) grabbed the last two 

qualifying places for the 100m Final.  However, both were disappointing with 

times well below their personal bests in the final. Luzon a member of the national 

training pool could only manage 12.73 to place fifth on the very fast track in 

Singapore. Which served as host to the 2015 SEA Games and Salcedo clocked in 

at 12.82 to come seventh.  The race was won by Zaidatul Zulkifili in 11.94 she 

was fourth place the 2015 SEA Games. Thi Oanh Nguyen who was last in the 2015 

SEA Games final took silver in 12.27 with Yuliana of Indonesia in 12.32. Luzon 

and Salcedo best times are from way back in 2014 at 12.10 and 12.32. 

  

Meanwhile both William Galceran (11.28) and Jasper Tanhueco (11.35) were 

knocked out of the 100-meter heats. It took 11.00 to make the finals. 

  

Janry Ubas the SEA Games Bronze medalist in Decathlon wound up last in the 

High jump in 1.95m, below his 2.06m PB. 

 


